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When his party was about ten yards from the platform he shouted an order and they halted, gasping, sweating, swaying in the fierce light.  The boy himself came forward, vaulted on to the platform with his cloak flying, and peered into what to him was almost complete darkness.

“Where’s the man with the trumpet?”

Ralph, sensing his sun-blindness, answered him.


”There’s no man with a trumpet only me.”

The boy came close and peered down at Ralph, screwing up his face as he did so.  What he saw of the fair-haired boy with the creamy shell on his knees did not seem to satisfy him.  He turned quickly, his black cloak circling.


”isn’t there a ship, then…. Isn’t there a man here?”

Ralph spoke to his back.

“No.  We’re having a meeting. Come and join in.”

Context:
· By an act of terrorism/God/accident/mutiny, your group has landed in an isolated geographical feature (island, fjord, icefloe etc).  
· By all accounts, your group will be there permanently.  As a result, you make the decision to create a system to organise your community.  
· You will have a limited amount of time to construct your system.  
Instructions:

· Your group must come to a consensus and set up laws that will govern every aspect of your new ‘society’.  Organize a system of community government and write the basic laws by which you may live together.
· There are no pre-existing rules that must be maintained or followed.  

· You could consider the following:

1. Establish a list of laws for the group.

2. What will be the expected rules of conduct for your society?  List 6.

3. How will you determine ownership of property?  How will it be divided?

4. What if a crime is committed?  How will you deal with this?

5. What if someone does not want to follow your rules?  What happens then?

6. How is conflict between religions/belief systems dealt with?

7. How will you ensure the continued existence of your community?

End Product:

· Written version of your system. (in-class)

· Brief presentation and summary of your system by 3-4 group members. (in-class)

Reflection: 

Craft a well-structured and thoughtful response that reflects upon both the process of your group’s work and the end product, and addresses some of the following questions:

· Did the rights of the individual, minority or majority become the focus?  How did this happen and what does indicate about the society? 

· How were rights protected and maintained?    

· Was there discrimination in your society?  If so, against whom?  Was it justified?
· What was missing from the system?

· What was the overall approach of your group?  Can you identify a dominant value or belief evident in the final product?

As part of your conclusion describe what are, in your opinion, the purposes and functions of law and a legal system. 

Due: Next class. 
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