
Completing Confederation: AB and SK 1 

SS10   Coates 

The Last Best West Assignment Details 

All assignments: 

 Work with your National/Provincial Tiger Team 
 Complete the work in class today, for presentation on 

Thursday January 20. 
 Create a powerpoint (or equivalent) with 5-6 slides that 

you will present in ~ 5-7 minutes. 
 Post by Wednesday night onto your Tiger Team’s 

wikispace page. 

 Incorporate at least 4 primary source visuals. 
 Approximately 50% factual 50% analysis/explanation. 
 Include a final slide with MLA citation of all sources and 

team member credits. 

 

A- Motivations to Move 

 Guiding question:  Were the motivations of immigrants to the 

prairies in the late 19
th

 Century primarily push or pull factors? 

 Explore: Economic, Social, Political, Personal, Push, and Pull 

factors that motivated immigration to the Canadian prairies in 

the late 19
th

 Century. 

 Comment On:  What was promised to immigrants, the reality 

immigrants faced, tactics used in advertising. 

B- Deconstructing the Romance 

 Guiding Question: Was there any truth in the advertising 

directed towards potential immigrants to the Canadian prairies 

in the 19
th

 Century? 

 Explore: The different audiences, messages and claims made to 

potential immigrants, the vision of The Last Best West created by 

the advertising and the immigration policies themselves. 

 Comment On: What was promised to immigrants, the reality 

immigrants faced, tactics used in advertising, what was missing 

in the advertisements (by accident or design). 

C- The Lay of the Land 

 Guiding Question: How did the physical land influence the 

experiences of the settlers/immigrants to the Canadian prairies 

in the 19
th

 Century? 

 Explore: At least 2 geographic thinking lenses with respect to AB, 

SK or MB and experiences of both the new European immigrants 

and the indigenous population. 

 Comment On: How certain groups/communities failed or 

succeeded, how the immigration campaigns and policies 

incorporated the actual geography of the area (idealised, 

realistic, etc). 

D- A Few Good Men 

 Guiding Question: Who was the ideal immigrant 

sought by the Canadian government to help populate 

The Last Great West in the late 19
th

 Century? 

 Explore: Groups (nationality, economic status, ethno-

cultural) that were targeted for recruitment and 

groups that were excluded (by accident or design). 

 Comment On: How specific groups were targeted, 

why specific groups were targeted/excluded.   

E- #8 & #9 

 Guiding Question:  Who benefitted more from the 

joining of AB and SK into Confederation: AB and SK, or, 

Canada? 

 Explore: The economic, social and political 

characteristics of AB and SK at the time they joined 

Confederation, the demands/conditions AB and SK 

proposed, influential figures in each province, the date 

and process of official entry into Confederation. 

 Comment On: The role indigenous 

communities/individuals/demand played, 

similarities/differences to/from the entry of other 

provinces into Confederation, changes of boundaries 

between 1905 and today. 

Suggested Resources: 

Canada in the Making (accessed 01/17/11) 

Canadian Museum of Civilization (accessed 01/17/11) 

McCord Museum (accessed 01/17/11) 

Canada A People’s History (accessed 01/17/11) 

 

http://www2.canadiana.ca/citm/themes/pioneers/pioneers11_e.html
http://www.civilization.ca/cmc/exhibitions/hist/advertis/ads1-01e.shtml#menu
http://www.mccord-museum.qc.ca/en/
http://www.cbc.ca/history/EPISCONTENTSE1EP11CH3PA1LE.html

