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Geography is………

• What you do

• What you know

• What you listen to

• What you eat

• What you buy

• Where you go

• How you work

• How you live

• How you play

• Big

• Out There

• Your Future

• More than just maps



What is Geography?

• Geography is the science of 

place and space 

• Geographers ask where 

things are located on the 

surface of the earth 

• Geographers ask why 

things are located where 

they are

• Geographers ask how 

places differ from one 

another 

• Geographers ask how 

people interact with the 

environment. 



How does Geography fit into Social Studies?

With Geography, Students can begin to:

1. understand basic physical systems that affect everyday life (e.g. 

earth-sun relationships, water cycle, wind and ocean currents).

2. learn the location of places and the physical and cultural 

characteristics of those places in order to function more effectively 

in our increasingly interdependent world.

3. develop a mental map of their community, province, country and 

the world so that they can understand the ―where‖ of places and 

events.

4. understand the geography of past times and how geography has 

played important roles in the evolution of people, their ideas, 

places and environments.

5. recognize spatial distributions at all scales – local to worldwide –

in order to understand the complex connectivity of people and 

places.



How does Geography fit into Social Studies?

With Geography, Students can begin to: 

• explain how the processes of human and physical systems have 

arranged and sometimes changed the surface of the Earth.

• understand the spatial organization of society and see order in 

what often appears to be random scattering of people and places.

• be able to make sensible judgments about matters involving 

relationships between the physical environment and society.

• appreciate Earth as the home of humankind and provide insight 

for wise management decisions about how the planet’s resources 

should be used.

• understand global interdependence and to become a better global 

citizen.



Geography is Everywhere

• Geography is part of our everyday lives. It's part of our 
neighborhood, our nation, our planet. It's part of the things 
we come in contact with everyday—weather, traffic, the 
quality of our water and land, stores, government, the 
economy, and more. Often overlooked because we see it 
constantly, geography is everywhere!



Understanding the Five Themes of Geography

• The 5 Themes of Geography are a framework to 
help geographers understand the complex 
interrelationships that exist amongst all spaces 
and all places. No one theme can be understood 
without the others; they are connected to each 
other, as are all the components of our world. 
What are the 5 Themes?

• Location

• Place

• Human Environment Interactions

• Movement

• Regions



LOCATION

• Location answers the question ―Where is 

it‖? 

• This theme helps to describe the positions 

and distribution  of people and places on the 

earth’s surface. 

• A location can be Absolute or it can be 

Relative



Absolute Location

Absolute Location is simply a dot or spot on the 

Earth’s surface. How is it found? 

Consider the Student Union Building here at U.B.C.
6138 Student Union Boulevard Vancouver B.C. Canada V6T 1Z1 (street address)

49º 16’ 01.49‖ N 123º 14’ 59.47‖ W (latitude & longitude)

NTS092G06 (North Vancouver) (Six Digit grid co-ordinate reference system _ _ _  _ _ _)



Relative Location

Relative Location is where an object can be found in 

relation to other locations. How is it found? 

Consider the Student Union Building here at 

U.B.C. 

The Sub is located about one hundred yards north-northwest of 

the bus terminal at the intersection of University Boulevard 

and East Mall.

I can describe the location of the Sub in relation to the bus 

terminal by using Direction, Distance, and Time



PLACE

• Place answers the question: 

• ―What is it like to be there‖? This theme considers 

the characteristics that make one place different 

from all other places on the earth. 

• Characteristics that describe Place can be either 

Physical or Human in nature



Physical and Human Characteristics of Place

• Physical characteristics are made up of the natural 
environment at a location and can be described by using the 
following features

• Geological (earth related features like mountains or plateaus) 

• Hydrological (water related features like oceans or rivers)

• Atmospheric (weather & climate related features like thunderstorms or drought)

• Biological (natural vegetation and wildlife)

• Human characteristics come from human ideas and actions. 
They include: land use (parks and urban development); 
language; religion; population density (downtown vs
Kerrisdale); architecture (building types and bridges); and 
political systems or ideas.

• Consider the following excerpt from Canadian Geographic:



Downtown Vancouver: Futureville

• It's evening on Vancouver's downtown 

peninsula. The rain drifts in curtains, streams 

along windshields and storefronts, cascades 

from umbrellas, rushes in swaths down the 

blackened pavement. The 1100 block of Alberni 

Street glistens with reflected neon streaks, 

traffic-light green, bicycle tail lights. The 

intersection is congested not by suburb-bound 

SUVs but by people on foot, great thick columns 

of them splashing across the crosswalk like 

ducks. 



Human – Environment Interactions

• This theme of geography asks the question, ―What 

is the relationship between humans and the 

environment in which they live‖? This theme looks 

at how the physical and human characteristics of a 

place are related. This can be looked at in three 

ways:

• Humans ―depend‖ upon the environment

• Humans ―modify‖ the environment

• Humans ―adapt‖ to an environment



An example of Food

HEI Implications

•We get our basic needs from the 
environment

Like the rice in the photo

•In doing this, however, we alter the 
landscape in order to meet our needs.

Like the terraced hillsides in Bali Indonesia 
in the photo

•We change our lifestyle in order to live in 
our altered environments and that affects 
how we live, and in turn our culture

Like making investments in water storage, 
developing drought-tolerant crops and 
practicing crop diversification for those 
farmers at greatest risk



Movement

• This theme asks the question, ―How and why 

places are connected with one another‖? 

• Relationships between people in different places 

are shaped by the constant movement of 

materials, physical systems, ideas, and peope 

themselves. 



Practical examples of movement

• The more obvious evidence of global interactions 
are transportation and communication links. 
These include such things as roads, railways, 
shipping routes, air routes, telephone lines, 
satellite communications, and the internet. 

• The not-so-obvious examples of global interactions 
are things such as weather systems, wind, erosion, 
urbanization, fashion, and changing attitudes.

• In essence movement can also be seen as change, 
our world is constantly moving and changing and 
we, as geographers, need to understand those 
changes and why they happen in order to 
understand how we are connected to other 
locations



Region

• This theme asks the 

questions, ―How and why 

is one area similar to 

another and How do 

areas differ‖?

• Regions are simply areas 

that have characteristics 

that unite it together. 

This may sound like the 

theme of place but we are 

talking about larger 

areas that are unique or 

distinct.



Types of Regions

• Physical Regions:
• Landform (Western Cordillera, 

Interior Plains, Canadian Shield)

• Climate (Marine West Coast, 

Mediterranean, Tropical Monsoon)

• Biome (Temperate Rainforest, 

Tundra, Taiga)

• Human Regions:
• Economic (Fishing, Tourism, or 

NAFTA, EU)

• Land Use (Industrial, Residential, 

Commercial, Agricultural, Park)

• Ethno-Cultural (In Toronto: Little 

Italy, Greek town, Jamaica Ville)



How can we use the Five Themes in Social 

Studies?

• Let’s take a look at the British Columbia grade 11 

social studies curriculum and see where we can 

use the Five Themes:



Social Studies 11 Skills & Processes

• Accessing, assessing, collecting, evaluating, 

organizing, and presenting data along with critical 

thinking skills (questioning, comparing, 

summarizing, and drawing conclusions) are ―big –

spatial thinking‖ geographic skills.



Social Studies 11Politics & Government

Political elections are a great 

opportunity to use the five 

themes of geography. Why 

does PEI only have 4 of 308 

seats in the House of 

Commons? What does that 

mean for issues of relevance 

to PEI? How is power shared 

and why is it done in that 

manner? What is the 

likelihood that the leaders of 

a political party will 

campaign in PEI during an 

election cycle?



Social Studies 11 Autonomy & 

International Involvement

Where does Canada have peacekeeping missions 

around the world? Why would we get involved in a 

conflict in Haiti or East Timor? Why are we 

involved in Afghanistan? How does our 

participation in Afghanistan affect our standing in 

the world?



Social Studies 11 Society & Identity

Who does it mean to be 

Canadian? How do we 

define ourselves as 

citizens of this country? 

What institution & 

cultural practices help to 

define the place that we 

live and how we live in 

it?



Social Studies 11 Human Geography

How are we connected 

to the larger world and 

what responsibilities do 

we have as fellow 

citizens of the planet? 

How will we be 

impacted by global scale 

developmental and 

environmental crises? 


