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SS8      Ms. Coates/St. George’s School 

Social Studies 8 Syllabus
 

 

Term: 2010-2011    Teacher: Ms. Sarah Coates 

Office: 309B     Email: scoates@stgeorges.bc.ca 

Local Phone: 3765    Website: http://mscoates.wordpress.com  

 

Course Objectives: 

Instructional: 

1) Identify factors that influence the development and decline of civilisations. 

2) Describe how societies preserve identity, transmit culture and adapt to change. 

3) Assess the impact of contact, conflict and conquest. 

4) Compare and analyse legal systems, political structures and power dynamics. 

5) Investigate the impact of geography on the development of civilisations and how humans 

interacted with (and changed) that environment. 

 

Skills 

1) Identify and clarify problems, issues and inquiries. 

2) Interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources. 

3) Define, assess and defend positions on controversial issues. 

4) Cooperatively and independently plan and implement analyses, courses of action and 

responses to problems, issues or inquiries. 

 

BC curricular outcomes are posted online: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/welcome.php . 

 

Text: 

Cranny, Michael.  Pathways: Civilisations Through Time.   

 

Course Overview: 

Social Studies 8 is focused on civilisations from 500 to 1600.  We will consider the society and 

culture, politics and law, economy and technology, and environment of the influential civilisations of 

this period.  Our guiding question throughout all inquiries, units, themes and discussions will be: 

what makes societies/civilisations succeed, and what makes them fail? 

 

Social Studies is more than memorizing dates, people, places and things.  It is about developing 

skills in analysis, interpretation, evaluation, assessment, planning, implementing and considering 

the issues of civilisations past, present and future.  We will use a framework called Historical 

Thinking to develop a robust set of tools to take us through this course and future Social Studies 

courses.  When we think historically, we think about: 

� Historical Significance 

� Evidence 

� Continuity and Change 

� Cause and Consequence 

� Historical Perspective 

� Moral Judgment 

 

See http://www.histori.ca/benchmarks/ for more details on this framework. 

 

In each class, we will think critically, work independently and collaboratively, and foster a safe 

classroom environment to allow ourselves and our classmates to take risks as we challenge our 

assumptions to arrive at new understandings and connections.   

 

In addition to the specific content matter, we will have ongoing discussions of current events.  

Students are encouraged to keep abreast of current affairs- reading a variety news sources (print or 

online) and taking in radio/television news is encouraged.



Course Syllabus 2010-2011      Page 2 of 2 

 

SS8      Ms. Coates/St. George’s School 

Before each unit, a detailed outline will be distributed.  These will be subject to change based on 

student interest, time constraints and other factors. In general, the course will flow as follows: 

Term 1 (Fall) Rise and Fall of Civilisations, European Middle Ages 

Term 2 (Winter) Early China, Early Arab World, Islamic Spain and Ottoman Empire 

Term 3 (Spring) European Renaissance, Explorers and the Rise of the Nation-State 

 

Evaluation: 

First Term:  Unit Work* 65%, Term Exam 30%, Self Evaluation 5% 

Second Term: Unit Work* 70%, Term Project 25%, Self Evaluation 5% 

Third Term:  Unit Work* 70%, Term Project 25%, Self Evaluation 5% 

Final Mark:   Term 1 25%, Term 2 25%, Term 3 25%, Final Exam 25% 

 

* At the beginning of each unit, the planned assessments will be distributed with the outline.  

Assessments will include tests, papers, research projects, collaborative work, independent responses 

and responsible in-class participation.   

 

Standards: 

Students are reminded of the St Georges Code of Conduct, see the Student Handbook, especially 

pp. 23-31 

 

Attendance: Students are responsible for all announcements made in class and for all material on 

unit outlines.  All handouts, instructions and resources (where possible) will be posted to the 

teacher’s website. 

 

Late Assignments: Written material is due at the beginning of class on the due date. Late 

submissions will be penalized 10% per day late.  Talk to me if you are unable to complete your work 

to the expected standard or timeframe.  Give yourself every chance to succeed by being organised 

and proactive. 

 

Class Participation: The most important aspect of our classroom will be responsible participation.  

Responsible participation requires you to be thoughtful, present, considerate and compassionate.  

Anything less than this not only hinders your chances of learning and success, but reduces the 

quality of our classroom.  Mutual support is as necessary in the classroom as it is on the playing 

field and making mistakes just as constructive.     

 


