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SS11      Ms. Coates/St. George’s School 

Social Studies 11 Syllabus
 

Term: 2010-2011    Teacher: Ms. Sarah Coates 

Office: 309B     Email: scoates@stgeorges.bc.ca 

Local Phone: 3765    Website: http://mscoates.wordpress.com  

 
BC curricular outcomes are posted online: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/welcome.php . 
 
Texts: 

Francis et al., Canadian Issues [Issues] 

Desmond  Morton A Short History of Canada [SHOC] 

Supplementary Reading Package 

 
Evaluation: 
First Term:  Unit Work* 70%, Term Exam 25%, Self Evaluation 5% 

Second Term:     Unit Work* 70%, Term Project 25%, Self Evaluation 5% 
Third Term:  Unit Work* 70%, Term Project 25%, Self Evaluation 5% 
Final Mark:   School Mark: Term 1 33%, Term 2 33%, Term 3 33% 

 Provincial Mark: School Mark 80%, Final Exam 20% 
 
* At the beginning of each unit, the planned assessments will be distributed with the outline.  Assessments will include 
tests, papers, research projects, collaborative work, independent responses and responsible in-class participation.   
 
There will be a test after each major segment of the course.  Each test will consist of long and short free -response 
answers. There will be a cumulative exam at the end of Term 1 and a PROVINCIAL EXAM in June. 
 
NOTE:  Students who miss a test will receive a mark of 0%.  The only acceptable excuses are: EXTREME sickness 

(with a phone call from your parents on the day of the test, a note from your family doctor, or a note from the school 
nurse to validate your absence) and a school sponsored field trip (with prior notice).  If you miss a test with a valid 
excuse, expect to write it the first class back, unless something else has been arranged you’re your teacher prior to 
your return.   
 
Course Overview: 
Social Studies 11 surveys Canada's development and role in the 20th century through 3 major topic themes: history, 
government and geography.  
 

� History: This theme deals with social, cultural, political and economic issues in the evolutionary development 
of Canada from 1914–2000. World War One, the 1920s and 1930s, World War Two, and post-war Canada 

from both a domestic and international perspective are included under this topic. 
� Government: This theme deals with political and legal issues related to the structure and function of 

Canada’s three levels of government, political parties and their ideologies, and the political process. The 
Canadian Constitution, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, federal, provincial and municipal law, human 
rights legislation and the implications of the Indian Act are included under this topic. 

� Geography: This theme deals with economic and environmental issues such as economic activity, developed 
and developing nations, standards of living, demography, urban growth, resource issues, sustainable 
development and key environmental issues facing Canada and the world. 

 
Social Studies is more than memorizing dates, people, places and things.  It is about developing skills in analysis, 
interpretation, evaluation, assessment, planning, implementing and considering the issues of civilisations past, 
present and future.  We will use a framework called Historical Thinking to develop a robust set of tools to take us 

through this course and future Social Studies courses.  When we think historically, we think about: 
� Historical Significance 
� Evidence 
� Continuity and Change 

� Cause and Consequence 
� Historical Perspective 
� Moral Judgment 

 
See http://www.histori.ca/benchmarks/ for more details on this framework. 
 
In each class, we will think critically, work independently and collaboratively, and foster a safe classroom environment 
to allow ourselves and our classmates to take risks as we challenge our assumptions to arrive at new understandings 
and connections.   
 

In addition to the specific content matter, we will have ongoing discussions of current events.  Students are 
encouraged to keep abreast of current affairs- reading a variety news sources (print or online) and taking in 
radio/television news is encouraged. 
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Before each unit, a detailed outline will be distributed.  These will be subject to change based on student interest, 
time constraints and other factors. In general, the course will flow as follows: 
 

Term 1  

(Fall) 

History: Autonomy and International Involvement 
Topics include: World War I, World War II 
 

Term 2 

(Winter) 

History: Canadian Society and Identity 

Topics include: Flag debate, Bilingualism, Quiet Revolution, Status of Women, Regionalism, 
Multiculturalism, Aboriginal Self-Government and Land Claims, Immigration, National Unity Canada/US 
Relations, Human Rights 
 
Politics and Government 
Topics include: Constitution and Federal System, Actors, Justice System, Political Parties and 
Elections, Agents of Change 
 

Term 3 

(Spring) 

Human Geography 
Topics include: Demographics, Human-Environment Interactions, Wealth Disparities 

 
Standards: 

Students are reminded of the St George’s Code of Conduct, see the Student Handbook, especially pp. 23-31 
 
Attendance: Students are responsible for all announcements made in class and for all material on unit outlines.  All 
handouts, instructions and resources (where possible) will be posted to the teacher’s website. 
 
Late Assignments: Written material is due at the beginning of class on the due date. Late submissions will be 
penalized 10% per day late.  Talk to me if you are unable to complete your work to the expected standard or 
timeframe.  Give yourself every chance to succeed by being organised and proactive. 
 
Group Work:   Much class time will be spent working in groups, either preparing written positions or participating in a 
role play or a class presentation.   Effective group work is very rewarding but does not occur by accident - it demands 
patience, co-operation and effort.  Group work will be evaluated sometimes simply by observed ability to stay on task 

and other times more formally by grading a written group submission. 
 
Class Participation:   This is an essential aspect of the course.  Active class participation is expected at post-secondary 
institutions, so now is the best time to develop or improve that skill in the comfortable and familiar environment that 
school affords.  Students should be aware of the distinction between constructive participation and verbal grandstanding 
and also of the need to respect the views of others, particularly if they differ.  All students are encouraged to voice their 
opinions though it must be understood that opinions are only as valid as the evidence used to support them; the true 
test of the success of the process of education is our willingness to re-evaluate our assumptions on the basis of new 
information.  The excellent student will not only be prepared to defend his point of view but also to change it if 
necessary.  The aim of any social studies course is less to provide definitive answers than to examine the validity of 
those we think we have already. 

 


